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Annual Newsletter to Registered Parents 

Dear Parent 
 
This newsletter is an opportunity to keep in touch and to share some information with you about the school 
year just completed.  Our main aim is to give every boy and girl, daily, the opportunity to achieve and excel.  
Having read and commented on each childõs end-of-year report, I congratulate all children on their progress 
and achievements this year. 
 
Scholarships and Awards 
This has been a record year of success at 11+ and 13+ in terms of scholarships and places at selective and in-
dependent schools.  This is no easy feat as children have achieved very highly in recent years.  At 11+, out of a 
total of 52 children taking entry tests to public (independent HMC) schools, 45 children were offered places at 
one or more of these schools, including 42 children to one or more of Bancroftõs, Chigwell and Forest.  At 
13+, 12 of our 16 pupils gained places at HMC schools (Bancroftõs, Brentwood, Chigwell, Forest, St Edmundõs 
and Tonbridge) and 3 pupils opted for state boarding schools (Duke of Yorkõs, Kent, and Wymondhamõs, 
Norfolk).  All the relevant information is available on the website including this yearõs Key Stage 1 and Key 
Stage 2 data and grammar school places.  Above all, our aim is that each child achieves his or her best and is 
able to thrive as they move on to their new schools.  Well done to all pupils. 
 
Charity and Community 
This has also been a record year in terms of charitable fundraising.   Over £10,500 has been raised for various 
charities.  Haven House Hospice and the NSPCC have been the main beneficiaries.  It is notable that such 
fundraising is led by children of all ages through our pupil school councils. Pupils have also become increas-
ingly directly involved in such fundraising and links with the community.  For instance, Senior School pupils 
helped a group of partially-sighted adults to go ten-pin bowling. 
 
International 
As a school holding the British Councilõs International School Award, we have various links with schools 
across the world.  We have recently had the excellent news that our new Comenius Partnership has been ap-
proved.  The theme is ôCreativity in a Digital Worldõ and for the next two years we will be working in partner-
ship with schools in the Czech Republic, Greece, Italy, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Spain and Turkey.  This 
partnership is entirely funded by the European Union through its Comenius Programme.  

Mrs Hughes seemingly single-handedly feeding the five thousand!  The Nursery and Pre Prep ôstreet partiesõ were an excellent way to 
start the Summer Term and to celebrate the royal wedding.   
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Governors 
Governors give their time and expertise to the school generously and without remuneration.   Elizabeth  Ble-
wett and Abrie Botha joined the Board this year.  Both are recent St Aubynõs parents.  Mrs Blewett has a back-
ground in legal and charity work; Mr Bothaõs medical expertise as a consultant covers  another key aspect of 
school life.  Tim Ducat stood down after several years of excellent work on behalf of the school, including a 
period as Chairman of Governors.  I thank Tim, on behalf of the whole school community, for his outstanding 
contribution to the development of the school.  This year the governors have introduced a bursary scheme for 
pupils joining the school at 7+.  Further information is available on the website. 
 
Parents 
We have a ôparent helperõ programme for parents who express an interest in giving some regular time to the 
school.  Thank you also to all those parents who have helped on innumerable outings and events or who have 
come, for instance, to talk about their work as a dentist or policeman.  The committee of the St Aubynõs 
School Society (SASS) has organised excellent events throughout the year for children, parents and staff, from 
the Christmas Bazaar to the family weekend camp at Gilwell, with much else besides.   
 
Before and After School Clubs 
These clubs have enjoyed a thoroughly successful year.  The astroturf has provided an additional facility for 
users of the After School Club and older pupils now also have regular access to the computers in the IT  
Centre. 
 
Library 
Our library continues to be a centre of excellence, from promoting early reading development to provision for 
more able pupils through the Young Cultural Creators Scheme.  The library is open before school for children 
and after school for children and parents. 

In the Nursery Wood (ôAtishoo, atishoo, 
we all fall downõ) and playground. 

Pond-dipping, using the 
school pond, in Pre Prep. 

(Right) Winners of Chigwellõs Yr 5 inter-
school General Knowledge Competition. 

(Above) Cycling proficiency training provided 
through ôTransport for Londonõ who also 
funded our new cycle shelter.  More children  - 
and staff  - now cycle to school. 

(Left) Enjoying the 
SASS Summer Fete. 



PE & Sport 
The school remains committed to providing every pupil with a diverse and comprehensive PE experience.  The 
aim is for children to enjoy physical activity and to establish good habits and skills for a healthy life.  All the main 
games ð cricket, football, hockey, netball and rounders ð are properly coached, with a full programme of matches 
against other schools.  In particular, we now have better on-site facilities for hockey and tennis, thanks to the new 
astroturf.  All children, from the Nursery to Yr 8, took part in events on Sports Day and our Under 11 boys and 
girls won the local Woodford Green athletics league this year.  Our football first XI were runners-up in the North 
London Independent Schoolsõ League.   
 
Music 
The Spring Concert was the major school music event of the year, an opportunity for the schoolõs orchestra, 
choirs and instrumental groups to show their talent.  There were also regular, less formal, performances through-
out the year.  All children in Yr 1 and Yr 2 have violin and cello lessons as part of their music curriculum.  We 
have some very strong musicians throughout the school, a fact reflected in the 6 music awards to other schools 
gained at 11+ and 13+ this year.   
 
Drama 
The main school productions this year were the Yr 5 performance of ôCatsõ and the Senior Schoolõs ôMacbethõ.  
Both were thoroughly enjoyed by pupils and parents alike.  Yr 4 pupils produced their own ôtakeõ on the Greek 
myths they had been studying in their history lessons.  All children of all ages took part in assorted Christmas 
plays and services.  Every child in the school also took part in at least one drama workshop during the year.  
There were strong elements of dance and music in many of our drama activities. 
 
Art 
The day-to-day work of children throughout the school is delightful and impressive.  The works of Rousseau and 
Miro provided the focus for the schoolõs two main art exhibitions this year.  Well done in particular to pupils 
whose work was highly commended.  Congratulations to Yr 5 children whose designs will appear in next yearõs 
Redbridge Road Safety calendar and to all pupils whose work was put forward to Haileyburyõs art competition.   

(Above) A yoga 
lesson in Yr 2, 
part of our PE 
provision. 

(Above) An Under 11 cricket match on the school 
pitch.  The artificial cricket strip was relaid this 
year, thanks to a generous donation from a parent, 
whose child had just left St Aubynõs. 

(Left) Middle 
School pupils 
competing on 
Sports Day. 

(Right) Yr 4 girls 
dancing in their 
Greek Play. 

(Below) Orchestra prac-
tice, an early start to 
Wednesday mornings! 

(Above) Yr 1 ballerinas in 
performance; ballet is one 
of many very popular 
extra-curricular clubs and 
activities. 



Cadets 
We are the only school in the country with a cadet unit for 8 to 13 year-olds.  Among many events and activi-
ties this year boys and girls in the cadets have attended the Remembrance Service at St Maryõs, our local 
church, climbed Snowdon during a weekend expedition and taken part in a memorial parade at the Menin 
Gate. 
 
Visits and Outings 
The main residential trips were Yr 5õs week at Osmington Bay, Yr 7õs week in Normandy and Yr 8õs week in 
Cornwall.  These trips provide some of the strongest and most positive memories of St Aubynõs for pupils.  
Various subjects are covered ð French, geography, history and outdoor pursuits ð but fundamentally the ex-
perience is about personal development and the opportunity for children to become more independent.  In 
all there were 75 trips and outings during the year, to the benefit of every year group in the school. 
 
Looking Ahead 
Events for the coming term are in place.  The latest school calendar will be available soon on the school web-
site.  Our new website has now been functioning nearly a year and is an excellent way of keeping in touch 
with school news and events.  You may wish to note the date of next yearõs open morning: Saturday, 18 Feb-
ruary, 2012.  Please contact the school at any time if you have any questions or concerns.  Likewise, please 
keep us up-to-date with regard to your contact details ð so important when it comes to offering places each 
September/October.   

Harold Colley 
1927-2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
With sadness I report the death of Harold Colley.  Harold was 
born in January 1927.  At St Aubynõs he was a pupil from 1932  
to 1940, an Assistant Master from 1951 to 1956, joint Head from 
1956 to 1967 and Headmaster from 1967 to 1993, when he retired.  
The Colley family ð Haroldõs father was Headmaster before him ð 
were proprietors of St Aubynõs since 1922.  In 1975 Harold  
decided to set up St Aubynõs as a charitable trust.  This was a  
supreme act of generosity, literally giving the school away in order 
to secure its future.  It is thanks to Harold that St Aubynõs is the 
thriving and established community it is today.   

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon James 

The chamber choir singing at St 
James Garlickhythe at the invita-
tion of the Glass Sellersõ Livery 
Company.  They sang so well 
that several of the congregation 
assumed St Aubynõs was a choir 
school! 

Emily (Yr 4) plays the flute to a 
group of elderly local people visiting 
the school for afternoon tea.  They 
were looked after by Year 8 pupils, 
with a Year 4 cricket match as a 
backdrop.  Vera, sitting behind 
Emily, is 107 years old!   

Lunch-time Pre Prep foot-
ball skills club with Mr 
Shute (no time to change 
into kit!); the new Astroturf  
is an excellent facility for 
both general recreation and 
organised sports sessions. 

Sam and Olivia lay 
a wreath during St 
Maryõs remem-
brance service in 
November.   


